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Donation helps firefighters stay safe  
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Dyno Nobel donation will help public safety 

Capt. Mike Gorsuch (left), Dyno Nobel’s Lorne Clark, Fire Chief Jay Tappan and Firefighter 

Brandon Carr with the $10,000 check donated by the local manufacturer. 

Thanks to a donation from local manufacturer Dyno Nobel, firefighters and local police will be 

able to do their jobs a little more safely. Officials from Dyno Nobel recently presented Columbia 

River Fire & Rescue with a check for $10,000 on April 29. 

Columbia River plans to use the money to purchase a Portacount Plus respirator fit tester. 

The funds provided by Dyno Nobel came through the company’s community fund program. 

“Dyno Nobel came up with a community fund idea… to come up with something that 

benefitted the community,” said Plant Manager Lorne Clark, who presented the $10,000 check 

to CRF&R. 

Clark said the intent was to go beyond the company's existing charitable contributions and find 

a specific project that could benefit the community at large. 
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“For this year, the one we supported was for fire and rescue to get some breathing testing 

apparatus so they can be kept up to date on their masks, on their breathing equipment, which 

we felt benefitted the entire county,” added Clark. 

Under Occupational Safety and Health Administration regulations, breathing equipment such as 

respirators and masks must be tested regularly to ensure the equipment is functioning 

properly. 

Until now, that testing has been done manually at local agencies. 

“Annually, we have to fit test all our mask and respiratory equipment. We used to do it by a 

manual mean where we put the mask on, put a bag over the person’s head and introduced a 

smelly substance,” said Division Chief Ron Youngberg. “If they could smell it, it didn’t have a 

good fit. But OSHA requires more qualitative testing. There’s actually a computer machine that 

does all of that.” 

Youngberg said it is a piece of equipment that the agency has been wanting to purchase but did 

not fit within the budget. 

Once purchased, the equipment will be housed with Columbia River Fire & Rescue but will also 

be available to local police and other public safety agencies to test their equipment. 

The Portacount Plus tester carries a price tag of a little more than $10,000, so the department 

will now begin some comparison shopping to find the best price. The department is hopeful the 

equipment will be in house and ready to use by this June. 

“We really do appreciate this. This is one of those devices we were looking at having to buy,” 

said Division Chief Brian Burright. “This will be a real advantage for us.” 

http://www.thechronicleonline.com/news/article_e05940e6-b29e-11e2-892b-001a4bcf887a.html 
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